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Economic Development Committee 
June 30, 2011 
 
 
Dear Committee members, 
 
My name is Wallace Simpson.  I am a tenant of Toronto Community Housing and a member of 
Tenants for Social Housing and I am here to let you know that we are tenants living in social 
housing, but we are not for sale. 
 
Tenants for Social Housing is a group of tenants living in TCHC homes across the City of Toronto. 
We came together earlier this year to stand up for our homes and for social housing, to oppose 
the sale and privatization of our homes, and to advocate for a stronger tenant voice in the 
decision-making that affects our lives. 
 
As I’m sure you’ll agree, everyone deserves a decent, safe, and affordable place to live. This is 
why we believe that social housing must be expanded, NOT privatized or sold off to achieve 
short-term, near sighted goals. Social housing communities provide supportive environments 
that create healthy, safe, and thriving communities, for tenants and neighbours of TCHC 
housing. 
 
We are concerned that we are constantly hearing from the TCHC board and City Council about 
ways to sell off our homes in an effort to make our lives, as tenants better. 
 
We, tenants living in social housing, refuse to be the scapegoats for a budget crisis at TCHC and 
that the City created.  We were first promised that no homes in TCHC would be sold. Then we 
were told that only 22 homes would need to be sold to deal with a major capital repair crisis 
that needs to be addressed because no level of government wants to fund the solution. We 
were told not to worry, because this wasn’t about a massive selling off our homes, but about 
making our lives as tenants better because it would mean that repairs would begin to happen in 
our homes. 
 
But now, the incoming board at TCHC is being told to consider the sale of over 900 scattered 
homes. We also heard at the June 2011 City Council meeting that Councillor Mammolitti, in a 
statement to the media, suggested that the board and City Council should look even further, 
and consider all of our homes as potentially for sale.  Now, yet again, in this report that is before 
you, we see yet another mention of considering the further sale of our homes as a way of 
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dealing with the City’s budget crisis.  Councillors, who's home will be next and when does this 
massive sale of our homes and lives stop? 
 
We are here asking for your support to stop the sale of our homes.  The Mayor and Councillors 
have spoken at length of the need to restore public confidence in TCHC. This is clearly not how 
you restore public confidence - selling off our homes, displacing families, seniors, those living 
with various disabilities and tenants in general.  All to deal with a debt you created at our 
expense-whether you want to admit it or not. 
 
We see all of these as steps towards the further privatization of our homes, but we are here to 
let you know that we are not for sale.  The City needs to investigate ways of dealing with the 
budget crisis beyond selling off our homes. The City has been quick to consider the sale of our 
homes, but where is any real consideration for the re-housing of displaced tenants? Where is 
the guarantee that proceeds from the sale of homes will go to repairs in TCHC and not be 
slashed from the city's social housing budget? 
  
This is more than just housing being sold, more than bricks and mortar and the bottom line. This 
is about our homes, our neighbourhoods, our communities and the lives of tenants in Toronto. 
This process has already contributed to the strain and insecurity of those less fortunate and is 
now about to add instability. No one feels safe about their homes anymore. No one knows if 
they’re going to be asked to move out of their homes and communities because the City has 
decided to sell them off all in the name of dealing with a crisis that tenants didn’t create. 
  
Everyone in our City deserves respect, a good, stable home and to not be used as a way of 
dealing with a debt we did not create.  Please stop the massive sale of our homes and social 
housing in Toronto. We are tenants living in social housing, and we are not for sale. 
 
  
 
 


