
Back to Housing minister not yet sold on sale of city-owned houses

Mayor Rob Fordʼs plan to sell 675 Toronto Community Housing Corporation houses may not win final approval even if council eventually
endorses it.

Ford has delayed the vote for a month as he seeks to sway skeptical council centrists. If he manages to muster a majority, the sale of all but
31 of the houses will require the consent of provincial Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Kathleen Wynne.

In a Wednesday interview, Wynne said she has not yet made up her mind and cannot speak specifically on a proposal council has not
approved. But in comments sure to cheer residents of the threatened houses, which are scattered around the city, Wynne said such
decisions cannot be dictated solely by financial considerations — and that mixed-income neighbourhoods are better for both the poor and
the rich.

“I really believe itʼs important that we look at research that demonstrates that people do better when theyʼre living in mixed-use and mixed
socio-economic areas. Thatʼs what neighbourhoods are. From my perspective, thatʼs what (differentiates) a ghetto from a neighbourhood.
And there can be high-end ghettos and there can be low-end ghettos,” Wynne, the Liberal MPP for Don Valley West, said in an interview.

She added: “We have to think about what kind of city we want. We have to think about what kind of neighbourhoods we want in the
province. And so every time there is one of these decisions that look like they are financial decisions alone, we have to look at them in terms
of public policy, and we have to look at them in terms of city-building.”

Wynne also said it is important for the city to see whether it has other options. She would not say if she favours any particular alternative.

Ford and his supporters, along with TCHC executives, argue the sale would help far more people than it hurts. The houses are expensive to
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maintain, and the sale proceeds — an estimated $222 million — would be used to repair bigger TCHC buildings where spending benefits a
greater number of tenants.

“We take the value out of high-value buildings that have high repair costs and put that value to work improving the living conditions of a
maximum number of families. Thatʼs what the goal of the exercise is,” said right-leaning Councillor John Parker, a TCHC board member.

“In a perfect world,” Parker said, “we would all live in the same neighbourhoods together. And we would have rich and poor, and young and
old, and everybody all jumbled in together, and we would all be one big happy family. We have to live with the reality that we can only stretch
a dollar so far, and we have to find our compromises where we must.”
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